Arkansas State Chamber/AIA Forms Coalition and Plans Seminars 

  The Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce /AIA is committed to promoting economic development throughout the state as well as protecting the interests of its workers and employers. To this end, the State Chamber/AIA has taken two steps to fight the so-called “Employee Free Choice Act” (EFCA aka Union Card Check) and prevent this wrongful legislation from trampling workers’ privacy by denying them the right to a secret ballot vote when determining union representation. 

  First, we have formed a coalition to organize a grassroots campaign against the EFCA and second, we will host legal seminars to help the business community understand the legal aspects of this dangerous legislation. 

  Coalition: The recently formed coalition, known as “Arkansans FOR the Secret Ballot—Protect your Privacy at Work,” aims to defeat this undemocratic proposal. This coalition will spread the word about the dangers of EFCA and encourage Arkansans to ask members of Arkansas ’ Congressional delegation to vote NO. 

  You can learn more about this important issue and join the coalition by visiting: http://www.yoursecretballot.com. There you will find information about the EFCA and its harmful consequences, as well as resources and instructions on how you can help by contacting members of Congress via phone, e-mail, or personal visit. 

  Legal Seminars:  The State Chamber/AIA is providing legal guidance to businesses in regards to the union card check legislation in a series of seminars entitled: Labor Relations in Today’s Economy.” We will begin with seminars on October 8 and 9. The cost will be $40 per person. 

  The October 8 seminar will be held in the State Chamber/AIA conference room at 1200 W. Capitol in Little Rock from 11am to 2pm. It will include presentations by Rick Roderick of CROSS GUNTER WITHERSPOON AND GALCHUS in Little Rock , Mike Moore of FRIDAY ELDREDGE & CLARK in Little Rock and Spencer Robinson of RAMSEY BRIDGFORTH HARRELSON & STARLING in Pine Bluff . 

  The October 9 seminar will be held at the Springdale Holiday Inn and Convention Center located at 1500 South 48th Street in Springdale from 11am to 2pm. It will include presentations by Jim Gary of KUTAK ROCK in Little Rock and Fayetteville , Scott Summers of LITTLER MENDELSON in Fayetteville and Charles Reynolds of DOVER DIXON HORNE in Little Rock .   

  You may register for one of the “Labor Relations in Today’s Economy” seminars using the attached form. Please complete the form and return it, along with your check ($40 per participant), to Arkansans for the Secret Ballot, P.O. Box 8003, Little Rock , AR 72203. 

  Further questions regarding the EFCA may be directed to Natalie Smith at Arkansans for the Secret Ballot by phone at 501-975-8344 or e-mail at info@yoursecretballot.com. 

  This ill-conceived bill benefits NO ONE except union bosses. We must act quickly to prevent the passage of this bill before it becomes a detriment to Arkansas businesses. 
  

Deb Mathis 
Manager, Scheduling and Events
State Chamber/AIA 
PO Box 3645 
Little Rock , AR 72203-3645 
direct line (501) 210-4212, fax (501) 372-2722 

Check out our website at www.arkansasstatechamber.com 
